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Grapevine
St Mary’s Freeland



The Witney Motor Company Ltd 

01993 702620 
Avenue 3, Station Lane, Witney 
enquire@witneymotors.co.uk 

www.witneymotors.co.uk 

 

PELLMANS 
Your Local Solicitors 

 
www.pellmans.co.uk 

1 Abbey Street, Eynsham, Witney, Oxfordshire OX29 4TB
Home visits available

•  Business and Business Contracts • Property
Contracts  Residential, Commercial

and Agricultural 

•  Wills, Probate and Trusts 
Tax Planning and Lasting 

Powers of Attorney 

01865 884400
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Sunday 25th January 10.00am Communion

Sunday 1st February 10.00am Morning Praise

Sunday 8th February 10.00am Morning Praise

Sunday 15th February 10.00am Morning Praise

Sunday 22nd February 10.00am Communion

Sunday 1st March 10.00am Morning Praise

 

The Churchyard is now closed for burials unless previously
reserved by faculty. A faculty indicates a space that has already been
reserved under the Church of England rules.

The churchyard does still have space for the interment of ashes.
 

For further information or to contact the church, please see our 
website at stmaryfreeland.org.uk or use the QR code. 

St Mary the Virgin Parochial Church Council 

 
ST MARY THE VIRGIN CHURCHYARD

The above information is correct on the date published (26/01/2026). Should any
changes be necessary, the up-to-date information can be found on our website below.

St Mary the Virgin is open seven days a week from 9am to 5pm/dusk. Please
enjoy the space to look around, for prayer or for quiet reflection. See our

website at www.stmaryfreeland.org.uk or the Benefice website
www.hfchurch.org.uk

SERVICES AT ST MARY THE VIRGIN, FREELAND
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S D C ROOFING 
 All aspects of Roofing work undertaken: 

 
Contact:

New Roofs 
Flat Roof Solutions
Repointing 

Reroofs 

Rebedding 
New Felt and Battens 
General Roof Repairs 
Chimney Repairs and Rebuilds 
Free Quotations and Advice Fully Insured 

sdcroofing@yahoo.com Mobile: 07300 642 651 

 

 
MICHAEL PRICE & SON 

PLASTERING 

SPECIALISING IN THE DOMESTIC MARKET
FOR ALL YOUR INTERNAL PLASTERING 

Tel: 01608 811642 Mobile: 07710 170049 

mickeyprice525@gmail.com 

 

Nicola Ruddick MCFHP MAFHP 
Mobile Foot Health Practitioner 

Caring for feet of all ages in West Oxfordshire 
• Cutting and filing long or thickened toenails 
•    Reducing hard skin and removing corns 
• 
• Caring for the diabetic and high risk foot 

Treating verrucas, fungal toenail infections, and ingrown toenails 

www.nicolaruddick.co.uk
nicola@nicolaruddick.co.uk
07824 363601 
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You will find all sorts of interesting information about St Mary’s on the “A Church 
Near You” website: www.achurchnearyou.com/5863. You can see a virtual tour
of St Mary’s on Google Street View at: http://goo.gl/g53NJH.
Thank you to Nikhilesh Haval for allowing the use of the images.
 

Children’s and Youth Work - families are really welcome at all our services. At 
St Mary’s the first Sunday of the month is a Family Service where everyone stays 
in Church, and everyone joins in with the all-age service. At the other 10am services, 
children and youth can take part in games, discussion, art, and other activities in small 
groups close by. Come and give it a try! 

Bible Fun Club 
The next Bible Fun Club, celebrating God’s Love, will be on Saturday 14th February,
2-4pm in Freeland Village Hall. Do come along for crafts, snacks, stories, games and
fun. Please see the poster on  Page 13 and as always check our website
www.stmaryfreeland.org.uk. 
 

To join our email list for news about these upcoming events please send your details to 
administrator@hfchurch.org.uk.

Rector: Revd Dr Steve Stewart
01993 881270
The Rectory, Swan Lane 
Long Hanborough OX29 8BT 
Email: rector@hfchurch.org.uk

Curate: Position Vacant 

Parish Worker One day a week, usually
Friday: Matt Cripps 

Email: cripps@hfchurch.org.uk

Licensed Lay Ministers: 
Clive Berry 01993 882080      and

Churchwarden: Position Vacant

Hugh Dalton Emeritus: 01993 881742

Flowers in the Church: 
Janet Dalton 01993 881742 

Weddings: Revd Dr Steve Stewart
01993 881270 

rector@hfchurch.org.uk and
administrator@hfchurch.org.uk

Useful contact details

The above information is correct on the date published. Should any changes be necessary,
the up-to-date information can be found on our website www.hfchurch.org.uk. 

Thank you to Bruce Hammersley for the Front cover photograph.

*********************************** 
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Sunday 25th January 10.00am Communion

Sunday 1st February 10.00am Communion

Sunday 8th February 10.00am  Communion

Sunday 15th February 10.00am Communion

Sunday 22nd February NO SERVICE All welcome at St Mary’s or
Christ Church

Sunday 1st March 10.00am Communion

SERVICES AT ST PETER & ST PAUL, CHURCH HANBOROUGH 

Sunday 25th January 10.00am Morning Praise

Sunday 1st February 10.00am Morning Praise

Sunday 8th February 10.00am Morning Praise

Sunday 15th February 10.00am Communion

Sunday 22nd February 10.00am Communion

Sunday 1st March 10.00am Morning Praise

SERVICES AT CHRIST CHURCH, LONG HANBOROUGH 

HANBOROUGH FORGET-ME-NOTS
Memory/Friendship café

Every first Tuesday in the Month 10.00am - 12noon
Long Hanborough Methodist Church

For people with memory loss and their carers
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LETTER FROM OUR RECTOR, REVD DR STEVE STEWART
 

A few nights ago, I had a dream of  Christmases past: I was back in the world of  my late
teens or early 20s, first buying Christmas presents in a beautifully decorated department
store and then at home with my parents enjoying a fabulous Christmas morning. I had
the blessing growing up of  a lovely home and it brought back wonderful memories of  days
gone by.

I always find it a rather strange time when Christmas is over: the visiting and family meals
complete; the carol services ended; the presents exchanged and opened; and the
decorations taken down. All that is left is a memory. For some, that memory will be a joy,
while for others Christmas may not be such a happy occasion. Whatever your
experience, the celebration now belongs to the past.

One of  the things which has always struck me about the person of  Jesus Christ is that
whilst he is, of  course, an historical figure of  the past, he is also God of  the present
moment and of  the future. Christianity is not a process by which believers simply observe
past institutional rituals, or worship a God who did things once-upon-a- time, yet who is
now inactive and silent. No.

Indeed, it is the very hallmark of  Christianity that we are people who have a real concrete
hope in the future: of  Jesus’ return; of  being resurrected to new life when he comes again;
a hope not just of  some future event but of  eternity itself.

Whatever memories Christmas held for you, in our churches at St Peter and St Paul
Church Hanborough, Christ Church Long Hanborough and St Mary’s Freeland, we are
able, in Jesus Christ, not to look merely to some unknown future but rather a certain
future. A future in which we experience eternal fullness of  life in all of  its glorious, forgiven,
loved, and perfect joy with God.

Being a Christian is not an idle wish for something like the “perfect Christmas”, but rather a
hope based on historical past facts  principally, the life, death and resurrection of  Jesus
Christ – for abundant life now and into all eternity.

In 2026, our Churches at Hanborough and Freeland will be having events where you can -
without any pressure at all - learn more about this certain hope, so watch out for details of
these. And of  course, every one of  you is welcome to join us at any of  our 10.00am
services on Sunday mornings. We would be delighted to see you.
With much love in Christ Jesus.

Revd Dr Steve Stewart,
Rector, Hanborough and Freeland

If  you would like to learn more about Church and what it means to be a Christian, simply
join us at any of  our churches or contact me for a chat at rector@hfchurch.org.uk.
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07771 761 990 
Simon.gainsburgh@hotmail.com 

Over 30 years experience 
Good rates, no job too small 

 

SIMON GAINSBURGH 
Painter & Decorator
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 DOMESTIC APPLIANCE REPAIRS & SALES 

01993 891339
 

Please visit our website for more details 

07989945971
www.reliablerepairs.co.uk 
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ST MARY’S BELL RINGING REPORT

The bells will be rung at the following times:

Saturday 7th February 12.00pm - 1.00pm Prior to the Witney and
Woodstock Branch AGM
Sunday 8th February    9.30am - 10.00am
Sunday 22nd February   9.30am - 10.00am

Weekly Monday practices will commence at 7.30pm and finish at 9.00pm.

Please contact the Tower Secretary, Michael Probert (01993 882687) should you

wish to discuss any bell ringing matters.

Sunday 1st February 10.00am  Mr Andrew Maisey

Sunday 8th February 10.00am Revd Sue Jacobs - congregation from
Davenport Road will be joining us

Sunday 15th February 10.00am Mr Grahame Faulkner

Sunday 22nd February 10.00am  Martin Hannant

HANBOROUGH METHODIST CHURCH 

Contact Gill Brakespear Tel: 01993 883914 Email: gillbreakspear@btinternet.com. 
All services are in the chapel. A warm welcome awaits you all.

THE CATHOLIC CHURCH OF ST PETER, EYNSHAM 

Serving the Hanboroughs, Freeland, Cassington, South Leigh, Stanton Harcourt, Sutton and
Northmoor. 

THE PARISH PRIEST: Father Mark Lagorio can be contacted by phone on 
01865 881613 or email stpeterschurcheynsham@gmail.com 

Address: Abbey Street, Eynsham OX29 4HR Phone: 01865 881613 
Website: www.stpeterseynsham.org.uk 

THE CHURCH IS OPEN for Public Masses on Saturday at 5pm and Sunday at
10am. 

For any Weekday Masses, please see the webpage.



All aspects of electrical installation work, from
small repairs to rewires & new consumer units
Electrical installation condition inspecting 
reports (EICR) & Portable Appliance Testing 
Electrical fault finding
NOT VAT REGISTERED

J M FENNYMORE
Electrician 
07816 650 011
jason@jmfennymore.co.uk

Freeland Hall 
The perfect venue whatever the occasion! 

Including the Newell Meeting Room and changing facilities 

Bookings / further details: 

freelandhall@gmail.com

www.freelandhall.co.uk 
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Parish Councillors: Have you ever considered becoming a 
Parish Councillor? If  you care about our community and would 
like to get involved we would welcome you on our team. Help 
the Parish Council to deliver a great village experience for all –
join our team. We have many areas of  involvement – such as 
planning, village maintenance as well as the playing fields and Garden of  Remembrance. If
you are interested contact our clerk, Fay: Clerk@freelandparishcouncil.gov.uk

News from WODC: Local Elections will be taking place this May, as planned.
Sewage Treatment issues - WODC has been imposing Grampian planning conditions on
housing developments for some time in areas where the existing sewage infrastructure is
unable to cope. Grampian conditions mean that new homes cannot be lived in until vital
infrastructure upgrades have been completed and are operational. The aim is to protect our
water courses from sewage pollution. WODC is publishing a list of  all approved
developments in the District that have such Grampian conditions imposed. See
https://www.westoxon.gov.uk/environment/grampian-planning-conditions/

News from OCC: Dix Pit – a booking system is now in place for all the county’s waste and
recycling centres, including Dix Pit. Slots can be booked online
https://www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/waste-and-recycling/book- recycling-centre-visitor or by
phoning customer services: 01865 519800
Hanborough Station - the new café is now open. Also a further 30 parking spaces have been
freed up, whilst a feasibility study is being carried out into further parking there. The
connectivity with local buses is also being assessed.

Annual Parish Meeting: A date for your diary - the Annual Parish meeting will be held on
the evening of  Friday 15th May in the Village Hall.

Fix My Street: Don’t forget to use Fix My Street App to report potholes – these are
particularly severe at the moment.

Defibrillators: The 2 defibrillators in the village are located in the telephone box by the
Primary school and at the village hall to the left hand side of  the porch. If  these are used for
an emergency please let me know asap on Clerk@freelandparishcouncil.gov.uk.

Planning applications: All planning applications can be viewed online via the WODC
website at: www.westoxon.gov.uk/planning or Woodgreen Council Offices 
Tel 01993 861420

The next meeting will be on Monday 9th February 2026 at 7.30pm in the Newell

Room. If you wish to contact the Parish Council about a particular matter and have access to

the internet, please have a look at the Council website where lots of useful information is

held. The website can be accessed via https://freelandparishcouncil.gov.uk.  You can

also follow us on Facebook (@freelandpc). Alternatively, please contact me between 9.00am-

4.00pm, Monday to Friday – Fay Friend, Parish Clerk on 01993 357851 or email:

clerk@freelandparishcouncil.gov.uk
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Wroslyn Road, Freeland OX29 8AQ 
Open: Monday-Saturday 9am-4.30; Sunday 9.30am-4pm

Tel: 01993 881430 
Website: https://freelandnurseries.wordpress.com    

New Season’s vegetable and flower seeds 

Seed potatoes
Spring bulbs, primroses and polyanthus for early colour

Main crop Potatoes - 25kg and 10 kg bags

Logs and Kindling wood

Comprehensive selection of wild bird products

A good selection of greetings cards
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GREAT NEWS FROM HANBOROUGH RAIL STATION 
 

I am delighted to report that the waiting room at Hanborough Rail Station reopened on
January 7th!  It hosts Café de la Gare, which will be serving refreshments on weekdays from
6am to 11:30am. The public conveniences will also be available at that time. 

Moreover, from mid-January, approximately 30 additional car parking spaces will be available
for rail users at the station car park. The West Oxfordshire District Council's administration
worked with GWR to bring about these changes to improve passenger support at the
station. 
 

Supported by our local MPs, Calum Miller and Charlie Maynard, the WODC team will
continue working to address the car parking space shortages at the station in the short,
medium, and long term by bringing together GWR, Oxfordshire County Council and other
stakeholders to discuss potential options for car park expansion. Our other short/medium-
term objectives are to improve the pick-up and drop-off area, get better alignment of public
transport schedules with train timetables and improve cycling access.
 

Dr Lidia Arciszewska
District Councillor for Hanborough and Freeland Ward
Lidia.arciszewska@westoxon.gov.uk



The U12s team has had a brilliant start to the year winning the knock out cup quarter final
making them semi-finalists with the game due to play on the 7th March at home. League
games are yet to be shared at the time of writing but we are at home on the 17th and 31st
January if anyone wants to come over and cheer the boys on!
 

Thanks to everyone who came to the quiz night and helped us raise a great amount of money
to help fund the teams. A special thanks to all those who donated a prize or had a go on the
Christmas draw and of course to The Yeoman for hosting and Phil Panting for writing the
quiz.

The Christmas Draw winners were:
1st Prize - Claire Buckingham
2nd Prize - Rich Trigg
3rd Prize - Stevie Ann Hole
4th Prize - Anna Tighe
5th Prioze - Andy Hemming
 

For all under 9s games the tea bar will 
be open selling hot and cold drinks, 
bacon rolls and cakes.
 

Home Fixtures
17th January - U12
31st January - U12
7th February - U9
28th February - U9
7th March - U9
14th March - U9
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FREELAND FOOTBALL CLUB

“MEMORIES OF LIFE IN FREELAND”
It is my desire to compile and (eventually) print a booklet of  “Memories of  Life in
Freeland”. I have already spoken to a number of  villagers about this and found a positive
and willing response.

If  you are interested in submitting your “Memories of  Life in Freeland” or being involved
in any way, please contact me either by phone or email, or just call in for a chat.

Graham Lay
07460 223048 or grahamlay4@gmail.com

139 Wroslyn Road
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Attention is currently switching to the business community to spread the word about
upcoming networking and information events that are FREE, repeat FREE. If you or

anyone you know is running a business, regardless of size in Freeland or in the wider local
CAPZero catchment area, please pass on this information to book in. 

The first one – about funding - will be in Eynsham on 28th January from 8- 9:30am
at the Cherry Tree Cafe; book here https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/how-to-

secure-green-funding-for-your-organisation-tickets-1974898551731​ 

The second, on 25th Feb at 5.30-7pm will be at Freeland’s Oxfordshire Yeoman. 
Please contact freelandenergygroup@outlook.com for more information. 

FREELAND ENERGY GROUP (FEG)
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BRIDEWELL GARDENS OPEN DAYS 2026

Bridewell Gardens provides a mental health recovery service for West
Oxfordshire, supporting people who have experienced serious mental
illness. Bridewell is a creative and inspiring walled garden and vineyard
where people can find hope in recovery through gardening and
working with nature.
 

In the words of one of our former gardeners “A small mental-health charity with muddy paths,
patient people, growing things — and absolutely no pressure to pretend everything’s fine when it
isn’t.”

Another said: “I thought I was crashing to the ground before starting at Bridewell. Bridewell has
been my parachute and has glided me down. It has increased my confidence and helped reduce
anxiety levels. It got me out of the house and gave me structure and routine to my week.”

The walled garden and vineyard are open to the public for our Open Days between 11am
and 4pm on: Sunday 19th April, 17th May, 14th June & 6th September.

Special event: Winter Wander, 15th February 2026, 10am to 1pm. 

There is a pop-up café in the garden for tea and cake. High quality plants for sale, home
produced jams and chutneys and our acclaimed sparkling wine. Make a day of it, bring a picnic
blanket and relax in the vineyard with friends and family. Speak to Bridewell staff about the
recovery service and the support provided at the gardens. Dogs on leads are very welcome.
Families and children are encouraged to explore the site.

No booking required. Suggested donation £5 per person.

Bridewell Gardens, The Walled Garden, Wilcote, 
Chipping Norton, OX7 3DT. See www.bridewellgardens.org
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SANTA RUN RUN, 13  DECEMBER 2025TH

We apologise that some of the images from the December Santa Run (in aid of the Chapel
renovation fund) did not print properly in January’s Grapevine. Here’s a couple of them! 

COMBE MILL, BLENHEIM PALACE SAWMILLS, OX29 8ET

Our Riverside Tea Room ONLY will be open every Wednesday from 7th January 10.30am
to 3.00pm. Why not call by and enjoy a slice of  cake and a cup of  tea? You are all welcome.
Advance notice 15th March themed ‘Mill in Steam’ Tea Room and BBQ open.
Admission: Adults £9.50, Concessions £8.50 Children now FREE .... Dogs most welcome
FREE Parking  Opening time 10.30am - 5.00pm

TOM ROBINSON 
PAINTING & DECORATING

ARTEXING & TILING
9 New Road, Long Hanborough

 

Tel: 01993 882104
Mob: 07766 880416
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Non-Oxfordshire residents will face a £15
charge if  they want to use recycling centres in

the county from January onwards. People will also

have to book in advance and will need to

provide proof of address on arrival. The

changes aim to address the issue of  people from

outside the county using recycling centres in

Oxfordshire at the cost of  the taxpayer for

people to access the centres. See the website for

more details:

https://news.oxfordshire.gov.uk/changes-
to-how-household-waste-recycling-centres-
operate-are-approved/ 

ASH WEDNESDAY WHOLE BENEFICE COMMUNION
at St Peter and St Paul 18 Feb 2026 at 7pm

We welcome everyone to our Ash Wednesday service to mark the beginning of the season

of Lent by sharing the Lord's supper together, and through the traditional practice of the

"imposition of ashes". In this practice, which goes back to the biblical association between

ashes and repentance, the leader of the service marks the forehead of each person who

chooses to come forward with the sign of the cross in ashes. This serves as a reminder to us

of our utter reliance on the grace of Jesus Christ through the C all ross for our salvation.

Ashes of course serve also as a symbol of death and our resurrection to life in Christ, for as

Paul says to the Ephesians:

"As for you, you were dead in your transgressions and sins ...we were by nature deserving of

wrath. But because of his great love for us, God, who is rich in mercy, made us alive with

Christ even when we were dead in transgressions- it is by grace you have been saved. And

God raised us up with Christ and seated us with him in the heavenly realms in Christ Jesus, in

order that in the coming ages he might show the incomparable riches of his grace, expressed

in his kindness to us in Christ Jesus. For it is by grace you have been saved, through faith- and

this is not from yourselves, it is the gift of God- not by works, so that no one can boast"

(Ephesians 2:1-9).

CHANGES TO RECYCLING CENTRES NOW IN PLACE



NORTH LEIGH MEMORIAL HALL FILM NIGHT
“I Swear”

A true story set in Scotland about a young man with Tourette syndrome
Date: Saturday 21st February 2026 Time: Doors open 7pm, Film showing

7:30pm Refreshments available.

 Entry: £5 (cash or card)
Join us for an uplifting tale of resilience and courage

Future film nights will be on 21st March and 18th April

 

 

CAN YOU HELP TO FUNDRAISE FOR THE RENOVATION
OF THE METHODIST CHAPEL IN FREELAND?

Freeland Community Hub is looking for people who are willing to help fund raise for
this project. In 2026 we would like to have an event every month.  It does not have to
be a big project, but you must be able to organise it with minimum support from the
Committee.

So please get thinking - what are you good at? Is there an activity you already take part in
that could help to raise funds?  It would be good if  each club in the village could take part.

For more information please contact 
Jane Duff freelandgrapevine@gmail.com
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FREELAND COMMUNITY HUB UPDATE 

A quick update this month, just to confirm that having secured Charitable Status from HMRC
before Christmas (in super-quick time), everything to do with the purchase of The Chapel is
moving on apace. See an important announcement at the bottom of this page! 

As explained in the January edition, we are now Freeland Community Hub (FCH), the
new Community Benefit Society (CBS) with charitable status. This means FCH can now claim
Gift Aid on personal donations from UK taxpayers, and business donations to FCH will be tax
deductible. Charitable status also makes it easier for us to apply for support from grant
awarding groups. These changes do not affect the share offer or share model in any way.

You will appreciate there is quite a bit of work to do transferring operations from Freeland
Community Benefit Society (FCBS) to FCH, including setting up the new website, so please
bear with us while we make those changes. 
 

Another brief  announcement is that we are legally obliged to ensure that our financial
decisions are transparent, fair and secure the best long term outcome for the community of
Freeland. To comply with best practice, we have therefore decided to issue an open invitation
to tender (ITT) for the café tenancy. As you know, we have already had discussions with
Donna and Trevor from the Yeoman about taking on the tenancy. The Yeoman remains our
preferred candidate, but they also recognise the importance of a robust and transparent
process. The ITT is available on the website www.freelandcbs.community. Please share
this with anyone who might be interested - and note the deadline of 9th February.

Lastly, we are launching our Share Offer at a special meeting on Thursday
12th February at St Mary’s in Freeland at 7.30pm. Come along to find out what your
options are to finally fulfil your pledge so we can complete the purchase of the Chapel. We
will be giving a short presentation and answering questions. We also plan to set up some drop
in sessions in the Newell Room over coming weeks to ensure everyone feels confident about
next steps.                                                                      

The Board of Freeland Community Hub
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Witney             
Woodstock  

Details of other Farmers’ Markets at: 
www.tvfm.org.uk 01235 227266 

THAMES VALLEY FARMERS’ MARKET COOPERATIVE

08.30 - 13.30   Friday  27th  February 2026   
08.30 - 13.00    Sat 7th & 21st February 2026
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WITNEY MUSIC SOCIETY
Witney Music Society's next concert will feature the prize-winning Ensemble Renard
presenting a programme of  works for wind quintet by composers including Mozart,
Milhaud and Ligeti. The concert is at 7.30pm on Friday 13th February at High
Street Methodist Church, Witney. 

Tickets (£18, £1 for under 19s) will be available on the door from 7pm or in advance
online.  For more information please telephone 01993 898020 or by the website
www.witneymusicsociety.org.uk           

Jean Richards, Chair, Witney Music Society

*******************

LITTLE FREE LIBRARY NEWS

You may have noticed that one of  the doorknobs has fallen off  the (new) Little Free
Library. I have contacted Blenheim and they told me that they’d replace the doorknob as
soon as they can. Thank you for your patience, and, in the meantime, please be careful
when opening and closing the doors.

We have had an extraordinary amount of  children’s picture books donated recently, so
please do take as many as you like. We really appreciate our community’s generosity in
giving so many books to share, and it is wonderful to know that we are raising a young
generation of  bookworms!

As ever please be mindful when donating books by checking that there are no personal
items hidden inside (for example prescriptions or photos) and please recycle at home any
books that are very outdated or falling apart. We’re lucky that the majority of  books given
to us are in great condition, but sometimes we do find books that are better off  in the
recycling bin.

Thank you for your continued support and generosity, and happy reading!

Matthew Ruddle ruddlem@gmail.com - 138 Wroslyn Road  01993 359 543



Eynsham - Long Hanborough via Freeland
Eynsham Church (o/s)                                               08.45  10.25  12.25  14.25  17.25
Eynsham o/s Surgery                                                 08.50  10.30  12.30  14.30  17.30
Freeland o/s St Mary’s Church                                   08.56  10.36  12.36  14.36  17.36
Long Hanborough, opp. New Road                           09.02  10.42  12.42  14.42  17.42
Long Hanborough on Station Forecourt                   09.05  10.45  12.45  14.45  17.45

Long Hanborough - Eynsham via Freeland
Long Hanborough, on Station forecourt                   09.10  11.05  13.05  14.50  17.50
Long Hanborough, adj New Road                             09.13  11.08  13.08  14.53  17.53
Freeland opp St Mary’s Church                                 09.19  11.14  13.14  14.59  17.59
Eynsham o/s Surgery                                                 09.25  11.20  13.20             18.05
Eynsham Church (opp)                                             09.29  11.24  13.24  15.09  18.09

Buses should stop anywhere along Wroslyn Road where it is safe to do so.

NEW WEST OXFORDSHIRE COMMUNITY TRANSPORT 
411 BUS SERVICE FROM MONDAY 1st SEPTEMBER 
MONDAY - FRIDAY (NOT BANK HOLIDAYS)

West Oxfordshire
Community Transport
woct.org.uk 01993 630124

West Oxfordshire Community Transport (WOCT) are pleased to announce that from
September 1st 2025, we will be operating the services 411/s/418 formerly operated by
First & Last Mile. Oxfordshire County Council have written the timetable for the route
which we are happy to publish. Please don’t hesitate to get in touch if  you have any
questions regarding the new services. 
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Outbound pickup: 
Freeland Village Hall ------------------------  
Little Free Library – 138 Wroslyn Rd --- 
Nash Lane ------------------------------------ 
Freeland Primary School ------------------

With drop off at: 
Waitrose car park, Witney 
Sainsbury’s supermarket, Witney 

Return pickup: 
Sainsbury’s supermarket, Witney -------- 
Waitrose car park, Witney---------------- 
With drop off by request anywhere along Wroslyn Road 

INFORMATION 
For more information or to volunteer as a driver or helper please contact:

Alaa Al-Yousuf Tel: 07768 898914  Email: alaa.alyousuf@gmail.com
 

MORE DRIVERS AND HELPERS WANTED!    
 

FREELAND COMMUNITY BUS TIMETABLE 
EVERY THURSDAY –  AVAILABLE TO ALL  

 

10.00 am 
10.05 am 
10.05 am 
10.05 am 

BY REQUEST 
12.30 pm 
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WARM HOMES LOCAL GRANT

Cut your energy bills with a fully funded homes upgrade.

You may be eligible for free home upgrades like solar panels and heat pumps, funded by
the Warm Homes Local Grant Scheme. This is open to homeowners and privately rented
properties.

You could qualify if:

Your household income is under £36,000  OR
You receive means tested benefits AND
Your home has an EPC rating of  D, E ,F or G

Act Fast: funding is limited
www.welcomethewarmth.org.uk/application form

https://static.wixstatic.com/media/4e7af6_8737e929f8dc4f9885dc496cdf6139c4~mv2.png/v1/fill/w_594,h_312,al_c,lg_1,q_85,enc_avif,quality_auto/icon-EDC.png
https://static.wixstatic.com/media/4e7af6_8737e929f8dc4f9885dc496cdf6139c4~mv2.png/v1/fill/w_594,h_312,al_c,lg_1,q_85,enc_avif,quality_auto/icon-EDC.png
https://static.wixstatic.com/media/4e7af6_8737e929f8dc4f9885dc496cdf6139c4~mv2.png/v1/fill/w_594,h_312,al_c,lg_1,q_85,enc_avif,quality_auto/icon-EDC.png
https://static.wixstatic.com/media/4e7af6_8737e929f8dc4f9885dc496cdf6139c4~mv2.png/v1/fill/w_594,h_312,al_c,lg_1,q_85,enc_avif,quality_auto/icon-EDC.png
https://static.wixstatic.com/media/4e7af6_8737e929f8dc4f9885dc496cdf6139c4~mv2.png/v1/fill/w_594,h_312,al_c,lg_1,q_85,enc_avif,quality_auto/icon-EDC.png
https://static.wixstatic.com/media/4e7af6_8737e929f8dc4f9885dc496cdf6139c4~mv2.png/v1/fill/w_594,h_312,al_c,lg_1,q_85,enc_avif,quality_auto/icon-EDC.png
https://static.wixstatic.com/media/4e7af6_8737e929f8dc4f9885dc496cdf6139c4~mv2.png/v1/fill/w_594,h_312,al_c,lg_1,q_85,enc_avif,quality_auto/icon-EDC.png
https://static.wixstatic.com/media/4e7af6_8737e929f8dc4f9885dc496cdf6139c4~mv2.png/v1/fill/w_594,h_312,al_c,lg_1,q_85,enc_avif,quality_auto/icon-EDC.png
https://static.wixstatic.com/media/4e7af6_8737e929f8dc4f9885dc496cdf6139c4~mv2.png/v1/fill/w_594,h_312,al_c,lg_1,q_85,enc_avif,quality_auto/icon-EDC.png
https://static.wixstatic.com/media/4e7af6_8737e929f8dc4f9885dc496cdf6139c4~mv2.png/v1/fill/w_594,h_312,al_c,lg_1,q_85,enc_avif,quality_auto/icon-EDC.png
https://static.wixstatic.com/media/4e7af6_8737e929f8dc4f9885dc496cdf6139c4~mv2.png/v1/fill/w_594,h_312,al_c,lg_1,q_85,enc_avif,quality_auto/icon-EDC.png
https://static.wixstatic.com/media/4e7af6_8737e929f8dc4f9885dc496cdf6139c4~mv2.png/v1/fill/w_594,h_312,al_c,lg_1,q_85,enc_avif,quality_auto/icon-EDC.png
https://static.wixstatic.com/media/4e7af6_8737e929f8dc4f9885dc496cdf6139c4~mv2.png/v1/fill/w_594,h_312,al_c,lg_1,q_85,enc_avif,quality_auto/icon-EDC.png
https://static.wixstatic.com/media/4e7af6_8737e929f8dc4f9885dc496cdf6139c4~mv2.png/v1/fill/w_594,h_312,al_c,lg_1,q_85,enc_avif,quality_auto/icon-EDC.png


28



NORTH LEIGH HISTORY SOCIETY

We meet on the first Tuesday of the month in North Leigh Memorial Hall,
OX29 6SA at 7.30pm (doors open at 7pm).

All welcome. Members £20 per year, visitors £5 per talk. Further details are available from
Diana Power (01993 882301) or Robert Kyte at kyterobert@gmail.com and
01993 880368.

We are very excited to be starting a new term at Girlguiding and welcome our girls, old and
new. The Brownies and Rainbows have started the term doing the ‘Make Change’ skills
builder badge where they will be doing activities related to making the world a better place.
They are also doing the Sea Saver challenge badge looking at the oceans, what lives there and
the problems with them. Photos to follow next month….

Did you know that 22nd February is Thinking Day? We’re part of a bigger movement -
the World Association of Girl Guides and Girl Scouts (WAGGGS) - and World Thinking Day
is a chance for us to connect with 10 million Girl Guides and Scouts across the globe, and to
shout about the amazing things we do. World Thinking Day has a different theme every year
for all the Girl Guides and Girl Scouts around the world to celebrate together. This years'
theme for World Thinking Day is 'Our Friendship', and it's particularly special as it marks 100
years of World Thinking Day!

After Easter we will be in need of another leader to help us at Rainbows. If you can spare an
hour 5-6pm on a Tuesday, please get in touch freelanddistrictguiding@btinternet.com We are
flexible, so anything you can offer would be gratefully appreciated. 

If you need to get in touch, please email freelanddistrictguiding@btinternet.com

******************** 
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New Build 
 Construction 

Renovation and 
refurbishment 
Carpentry 

Roofing 

Groundworks 

With over 15 years of experience, we have 
established a reputation as one of the leading

builders of exclusive Cotswold homes. 
01865 922001 

enquiries@oxfordconstruction.co.uk 
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THE OAK BOOKCASE IN ST MARY THE VIRGIN CHURCH,
FREELAND

When my parents died, I wanted some memorial to them in Freeland Church, so I asked the
Rector, Reverend John Blythe, what did he think? “Not another bench!” he said, “but a
bookcase for hymn books in the Church would be very acceptable.” So I purchased some
oak timber from the Eynsham Hall Sawmills in North Leigh, and Don, a fellow lecturer in
Carpentry who worked with my late husband, constructed the bookcase as you see it now.

I was pleased with the result and a small ceremony was held with Revd John Blythe, who
dedicated it to the memory of William Charles Clifton of Cooks Corner Farm, who died in
March 1978 aged 79 years, and Hilda Gertrude, his wife who passed in June 1985 aged 76
years. Both came from generations of farming families, and bought the farm in Freeland in
1930, soon after their marriage. Sadly it had to be sold in 1973 when father became ill.

Both parents lie in the Churchyard near the Holy Cross Memorial, fitting as father was a
World War 1 veteran in the KSLI and with his battalion won the Croix de Guerre avec
Palme which is now displayed in the Shrewsbury Castle Military Museum. I am very proud
of their achievements and of course the fitting of the bookcase to the left of the Church
entrance. Thank you to the late Reverend John Blythe.
 

Barbara Bunyan 2025

********************

FREELAND WINE CLUB
The next event for your diary is on the Friday 30th January at 7.30pm in
Freeland Village Hall, and is entitled “Italian Wines from Undercover Italy”
given by David Burlton of  Winetradersuk.

Bookings at FreelandWineClub@gmail.com

********************

WORRIED ABOUT COSTS?

Are you worrying about how to manage the cost of living? Or do you know a neighbour or
relative who lives in the Parishes of Eynsham or Freeland (Ancient Parish of Eynsham) who is
struggling to make ends meet? Eynsham Consolidated Charity provides small to medium sized
grants to local residents who are in need of financial help. 

Please apply in total confidence via the Clerk, Catherine Barton, by emailing
eynshamcharities@gmail.com or by writing to the Trustees, via the Clerk, c/o
Bartholomew Room, The Square, Eynsham OX29 4HW.
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9th March Annual Meeting with Gin & Bubbles
Members share something they’ve done that no-one knows

9th February Jigsaw Race followed by voting for the Resolutions

13th April Block printing with Marea Brown, short talk & demo followed practical session

13th May Members Night

8th June Peter Hull MBE - triple paralympic gold medallist. Open night to other W I
members and the Public

13th July Jayne Elizabeth - a Milliner who creates exotic hats. Open night to other WI
members and the Public

10th August Melanie King - Can onions cure earache? Medicinal advice from the 1700s

14th September Make a pumpkin with Sarah Richards using needle felting

12th October Al Sylvester MBE - 25 yrs in Air Force Mountain Rescue

19th November Memoirs of a Royal Footman with Ian Scott- Hunter

14th December Make a Christmas Tree from bottle tops. Followed by a Silent Auction.
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FREELAND WI PROGRAMME 2026

Meetings start at 7.45pm. Setting up the Hall from 7.30pm. Meetings end at
9.45pm

Some of  the wreaths
from Freeland WI’s
Christmas Wreath
Workshop on 6
December 2025.
Freeland Village Hall was
filled with the familiar
Christmassy smells of
cinnamon, dried
oranges, all kinds of
foliage and fresh coffee.
There was no shortage
of  qualified florists on
hand to assist!
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Instead of numbers as on a traditional bingo card, these are replaced with song titles and
artist with a 30 second excerpt of each track being played. Great fun, everyone was
singing along to the music with eventual winners of course. A great twist on a well-loved
game. Our next meeting on Monday 9th February starting at 7.45pm, we will be teaming
up for a Jigsaw Race.

Freeland WI is a fun and friendly group of ladies who enjoy a wide and varied range of
activities. It meets on the second Monday of  the month in the Village Hall commencing
at 7.45pm. The meetings usually consist of  a speaker or activity followed by a raffle and
refreshments. A copy of  our 2026 programme was included in the February edition of
The Grapevine (available on the Freeland Parish Council website) and on the Village Hall
noticeboard. Visitors are welcome to join us for an evening for a suggested donation of
£5.

For information and to see what we have been up to, please check out our Facebook
page: Freelandwi. Alternatively, contact our secretary Rosie James on 01993 881997
or email: freelandwi@oxfordshirewi.co.uk.

Anne Marvin Freeland WI

FREELAND WI UPDATE

By popular demand, our 2026 programme began once again
with a New Year’s party. Members all contributed towards a
tasty two course shared supper all washed down with a glass
or two of  fizz. The evening was a welcome opportunity for
our ladies to sit and chat over a bite to eat. After the
delicious repast, we were entertained by Richard Conway
with a game of  Rock ‘n’ Roll Bingo.

 

mailto:freelandwi@oxfordshirewi.co.uk
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HANBOROUGH & FREELAND 
RUNNING GROUP
FOR 18 TO 99 YEAR OLDS

EVERYONE WELCOME
ENJOYABLE, WEEKLY, FREE, 

PEER-LED RUNNING GROUPS 
 For info: HanFree-run@outlook.com 

https://www.strava.com/clubs/HanFree-Run 



TABLE TENNIS 
If  you are retired and would like to join a group playing
Table Tennis each week, please contact: Nick and Sue Rous
01993 883944 or email suerous47@gmail.com 
Venue - Freeland Village Hall Every Friday, 3.15pm-4.45pm

 

BECOME A COACH FOR NEW YATT RDA 

At New Yatt Riding for the Disabled we are looking to recruit and train new Group
Coaches (riding instructors) to support us in introducing more weekday sessions to help us
to reduce our current waiting list. We are looking for applicants who can commit to a
weekly session, are ideally confident and experienced around horses and good
communicators. Please email nyrda-volunteers@googlegroups.com
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********************

FREELAND CRAFT GROUP

Now could be the time to give us a try- be assured, a warm welcome awaits you. We
meet each Wednesday afternoon from 2:00 – 4:00pm in the Newell Room at the back of
Freeland Village Hall. There is usually a subscription of  £1 per meeting to cover hire costs.
For further information, or someone to go with, please contact: Helen 01993 882305 or
Margaret 01993 881316 (marglwright52@gmail.com)

Margaret

We held our annual New Year party at the beginning of
January, welcoming current and previous members to  an
afternoon of “chew & chatter” with no crafting in sight! 

Now we are beginning a series of afternoons learning or
revising different embroidery stitches to help with some
kits received as Christmas presents. Perhaps, for one of
your New Year’s Resolutions, you have been thinking of
joining a group in the village? 

********************

 

Freeland Community Hub (formerly FCBS) invites those with an
interest in running a community-based café based in the former
Methodist Chapel in Freeland to tender for the tenancy. The Invitation
To Tender (ITT) can be found at www.freelandcbs.community.
Deadline for applications: 9th February 2026.  

INVITATION TO TENDER FOR CAFÉ TENANCY
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OXFORD BUS AND MORRIS MOTORS MUSEUM

There is much more going on at the Bus Museum than just a static display of artifacts. The
2026 programme of events is now on our website www.oxfordbusmuseum.org.uk. We
shall load more details as the date gets nearer.

On New Year’s Day we had a
Christmas Jumper competition
and were surprised by the
number of visitors who took
part. The winners of the adult
section were a family, David,
Myra and Paul. The joint
winners of the children’s
competition were Harvey and
Lucus.

Three buses also visited the museum on
New Year’s Day giving free heritage bus
rides. Often visiting buses have
interesting stories and histories to be
discovered. The first visitor was an ex-
London Transport Routemaster- RM
1859 in Reading livery. It is Leyland-
engined with an AEC / Park Royal body.
New in 1964, the bus worked in
London until 1984, when it was
acquired by St John’s Ambulance and
used for transporting volunteers.

The second bus was the first Optare
Spectra ever to be built. The Spectra

was a joint venture between Opare and DAF with the body based on a design by MCW
Metrobus. This bus was built on a DAF DB 250 chassis and was exhibited at Coach and Bus
Exhibition in 1991, before being sold to Reading Buses in February 1991 and numbered 701.

The last visitor was a 1961 AEC Regent V like our 1957 bus, 956 AJO but with a major
difference: it is left-hand drive and was built for export to Lisbon, Portugal. It is often
forgotten now, but in the 1950s and 1960s, Britain was a major exporter of bus chassis and
second hand buses. Our next event is our half-term running event on Sunday 15th and
Wednesday 18th February. Watch the website for details.

F Collingwood
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WINDOW DESIGN INTERIORS 
CURTAINS AND BLINDS

 *Made to Measure Blinds and Curtains
*Fabrics and Accessories 
*Call to book home appointments
*Online booking available for visits to 

our showroom in Chipping Norton  
 01993 870606

WWW.WINDOWDESIGNINTERIORS.CO.UK 
Complete Service from Measurement through to Fitting 

 

Upcoming or recent knee/hip operation?
Need to improve your overall fitness? 
... or feeling stiff and inflexible? 

A one to one, tailored program using specialised equipment (Pilates 
reformer, tower etc) in my private Stonesfield studio could help address 

muscle imbalances, improve posture, develop your core and build strength. 

Call: Lucy on 07484 901615 Website: www.resiliencepilates.co.uk 

 

Livey’s Taxi 
Local & Regional

Airports ~ Stations 
North Leigh based 
4, 6 and 8 Seater Vehicles

 Tel: 07979 507535 
Credit Cards Accepted

Back or joint pain?
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26th January KATHY SLACK Grow Yourself Happy

23rd February JO WORTHY-JONES Gardening with Wildlife in Mind

23rd March - RAFFLE AND QUIZ

27th April ANNIE THOMPSON-
LYNCH

Earthworms – the Unsung Heroes

18th May MARION STAINTON For the Love of Blue Poppies. What
have the Himalayas ever done for us?

22nd June COLIN ROBERTS Salvias, my favourite varieties and
how to care for them

27th July ROBERT LONGSTAFF The Oxford Garden project

28th August - SOCIAL EVENING

28th September ANDREW HOWARD Heritage Apples through the
Seasons

26th October - To be confirmed

23rd November - To be confirmed

FREELAND GARDENING CLUB PROGRAMME 2026

Garden visits - to be arranged

FREELAND GARDENING CLUB UPDATE

We hope all our gardening friends had a peaceful and happy Christmas and New Year.
We look forward to a new gardening year ahead with signs of spring already. Spring flowers
will soon be a very welcome sight.

Our new year began with a talk by Kathy Slack on 26th January entitled ‘Grow Yourself
Happy’. More about this next month. The next new speaker to our Club on Monday 23rd
February at 7.30pm in Freeland Hall is Jo Worthy-Jones with a talk entitled
‘Gardening with Wildlife in Mind’. There is so much encouragement to think of wildlife
now and the many benefits they bring so we look forward to getting more advice about how
to achieve this.

We are a very friendly club with many excellent speakers of varied subjects. If you have
recently moved into the village, we would love to welcome you and help you make some new
friends. We have a Plant and Gardening Items Sale at every Hall meeting as well as a time to
socialise over a cup of tea or coffee. For any further information about the Club please
contact me at daltonjanet9@gmail.com.

Janet Dalton (Secretary)
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It is the intention to hold an Auction of Promises to raise funds for the
Freeland Community Hub on the evening of 

Saturday 14th November 2026 
 in Freeland Village Hall. 

It would be appreciated if all Freeland organisations take note of this date to
avoid clashes.

 

Broadly, the auction will proceed in a similar manner to the very successful and
enjoyable auction held in 2010 to raise money for the church bells appeal, but
this time will hopefully incorporate an on-line auction for those that cannot

attend the physical auction. The on-line auction will occur immediately prior to
the physical auction with the high bid being the starting bid for the physical

auction. Sealed bids may also be made.
 

The evening itself will be ticket only and the ticket price will include buffet style
food and in addition refreshments will be available.

 

We will need assistance to obtain promises and on the night there will be extra
help needed to enable the event to run smoothly.

 

The event is being co-ordinated by Graham and Ria Lay and if you are
interested in being involved either as a member of the auction committee, a
helper or as someone wishing to contribute a promise then please contact

them by phone 07460 223048, by email grahamlay4@gmail.com or call
in at 139 Wroslyn Road for a chat about it.

 

We will hold an informal meeting at 139 Wroslyn Road on Monday
16th February at 19.30 for those who may be interested in being

involved to come along for a chat.
 

More detailed information will be included in future editions of 
The Grapevine particularly regarding event sponsorship 

and contribution of promises… 
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WASTE & RECYCLING SERVICE IN WEST OXFORDSHIRE

Waste & Recycling Service in West Oxfordshire has done well in 2025, which was another
year in which the current administration delivered ever more efficient and cost-effective
Waste and Recycling Service for the residents. Waste and Recycling collection and
processing are not the most glamorous, but they are the most public-facing and most
expensive services the council delivers. The current WODC administration aims to
continue delivering services that are reliable, resident-friendly, efficient, and
environmentally sustainable….and the costs that are as low as possible.

Within the last 18 months, we completed a review of most of our service streams and have
implemented the necessary improvements in line with our objectives. Most of our crews are
now equipped with iPads to record bin collections or other tasks as they are being completed,
so any missed collections and gaps in the service can be easily detected.

As a result of  this work, we have seen a huge improvement in operational performance:
Since 2022, the number of  missed bins has gone down by 5-fold. Moreover, 92% of
these missed bins are recovered within 48 hours.
Replacement containers delivery time has been reduced from 6 weeks to 5 days

We made substantial financial savings; for example, we are saving around 500k a year on
recycling material processing under the contract that we negotiated in 2023. We have also
increased income from the paid-for services, such as garden waste and business trade
collections. We can use that extra income to support improvements to our basic services.
At the same time, we have progressed the programme of  our fleet decarbonization. Just
recently, the Council has procured four electric food waste collection vehicles. 

Having a good strategy is fundamental, but a strategy implementation needs good teams. A
great deal of  this year’s success is down to our new, excellent West Oxfordshire W&R
team and the management and crews of  our waste operation contractor Ubico. But the
work doesn't stop there, and we continue working to find more performance and cost
efficiencies.

Cllr Lidia Arciszewska, Executive Member for the Environment
Lidia.arciszewska@westoxon.gov.uk

4th January:12 humans and two canines set off  in a lefterly
(if  you were facing the Yeoman) direction, and soon became
lost in Pogles Wood. After wandering around for at least 13
minutes we decided the best thing to  do was build a camp to
keep warm, this was quickly voted out when one of  the
group spotted a house, so we moved on in the opposite
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direction. It was a lovely ramble that we all agreed we would have liked to have gone on
for hours, and it did….two hours. Our next ramble will be on Sunday 8th February at
10.00am from the bus shelter opposite the Oxfordshire Yeoman.

********************
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ANSWERS TO LAST MONTH’S CROSSWORD #6
ACROSS

DOWN
1. RIVAL, 2. LIVER, 3. CADRE, 4. DEFOE, 5. RIVER, 6. MERGE, 8. RHINE, 13. AORTA, 
14. GLADE, 16. YPRES, 17. ISSUE, 20. WEIRD, 21. CARDS, 22. DEVIL, 23. TITLE, 
24. AGLET, 25. HIVES, 26. SEEDY

1. RELIC, 4. DURUM, 7. AGREE, 9. VIVID, 10. FIVER, 11. RHINO, 12. LARGE, 15. EYRIE,
18. REALM, 19. VIRUS, 21. CADET, 24. ASHES, 27. ICING, 28. RIVET, 29. LEVEE, 
30. LEDGE, 31. SALVE, 32. TASTY

Are you recently retired and looking for local social activities around interests you have
already or would like to pursue a new interest? 

Our U3a branch is centred in Woodstock but welcomes people from the surrounding
areas. Our interest groups develop when someone is willing to run them – maybe you have
something that you can offer? If  so please make contact with us through the website:
www.woostock u3a.uk. We would be delighted to hear from you. Monthly meeting are
held on the first Thursday of  each month at St Hugh’s Centre, Hensington Road,
Woodstock, OX20 1JL. 1.45pm for 2pm speaker.

In December our speaker, was Anna Beer, an author and historian who gave a fascinating
historical talk about Beth Throckmorton known as Bess, the wife of  Sir Walter Raleigh. She
was a remarkable woman and the force behind Sir Walter Raleigh’s achievements. When
Queen Elizabeth I found out about their secret marriage and the birth of  their son, they
were both imprisoned in the Tower of  London.

Our January speaker was Anna Boucher from the Burnside Partnership who specialises in
Wills, Probate, Trusts and Power of  Attorney. Anna gave us practical, down to earth advice
on Wills, Trusts and Powers of  Attorney. She stressed that this does not have to be a grim
and morbid experience  explaining how important planning for the future 
 

The speaker on Thursday 5th February will be Timothy Walker a lecturer,
botanist, author and gardener.  The talk is entitled How to be a 21st Century
Gardener. Visitors £3 to include tea and biscuits.

Please note that in 2026 there will be a change to the meeting time.  Our new
meeting time will be 2.15 pm for 2.30 pm speaker. All welcome.

Sian Wallworth Press Secretary
********************



 

ACROSS
11. Cosmetics help gain time. (4,2)
5. Not first by 1/60 of  1/60 of  1/24 of  a day and night. (6)
8. To carp at a horse. (3)
9. Basically, old fermenting fruit is rotten. (3)
11. In its heart lemur is a bird. (3)
13. Oddly Baby Charlie is known as Auntie. (3)
17/27 down. Without Oscar, folk catch 'er dragon accidently in old chronometer. (11,5)
18. see 4 down.
22. Greeting heard from up high. (2)
23. To move Galileo lost everything. (2)
24. Strange hundredweight Anglo chick is keeping time. (13)
30. Cooked ostrich peri is extremely old. (11)
31. Grave article found in bourne. (3)
33. Old cogger finds part of  watch. (3)
34. Heard poorly healed wound is two tone. (3)
36. Amusing gob stopper. (3)
38. Demise of  the final date. (6)
39. Active love and Victory in Europe caused things to change. (6) 

DOWN
1. Very small amount of  time. (6)
2. Barrel found by sick Egyptian. (3)
3. Regular outflow reveals mysterious device. (3)
4/18 across. Purloin initially objects from a dimension 
     of  space succeeding in the most punctual fashion. (2,3,4,2,4)
6. Bowl of  sorbet contained a sphere. (3)
7. Set of  ten and current cause departure. (6)
10. Entertaining soldier has mildew. (5)
12. Little moment for a little row on a logo. (5)
14. Plank is gratis before accommodation. (9)
15. Nigerians engulf  ends and heart of  duiker. (4)
16. Bendy half  of  HGV registration number. (9)
18. Twitch caused tick to lose weight. (3)
19. Animal primarily could only walk. (3)
20. Tout loses face-time after calling LBW. (3)
21. Lead excited gamete gathers at ovum. (3)
25. A kohl misused by artistic type. (5)
26...For clues 26 to 37 Down, see top of opposite page.

CLUES FOR CROSSWORD #7 FEBRUARY 2026
For tips and clues to solving this crossword, see page 46.
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CRYPTIC CROSSWORD #7 FEBRUARY 2026

Clues for CROSSWORD #7 continued from page opposite...

26. Clap secretly inside church recess. (4)
27. see 17 across
28. Initial two funky tubby rebels see the hereafter. (6)
29. Japan United has hearty giggle and the French keep things in the air. (6)
32. Rest like a cat, perhaps. (3)
35. Machine that initially Andrew tested valiantly. (3)
36. Come together about broken leg. (3)
37. Mummy loses mum and expresses personal surprise! (2)
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Cake Cafe 9.00-11.30am Village Hall
Green Week: recycling + food waste + garden waste 
U3A meeting, Woodstock 2.15 for 2.30pm
Seated Exercise Long Hanborough 1.45-2.30pm
UFL Ramble 10.00am from Bus Shelter opp Oxford Yeoman pub
Parish Council Meeting 7.30pm Newell Room
WI meeting Village Hall 7.45pm
Grey Week: household rubbish + food waste collection 
COPY DEADLINE FOR MARCH GRAPEVINE
Launch of Share Offer for Chapel purchase 7.30pm St Mary’s
Witney Music Society Concert 7.30pm High St Methodist, Witney
Bible Fun Club 2-4pm Village Hall
Oxford Bus Museum Running Event
Auction of  Promises Meeting, 139 Wroslyn Road 7.30pm
Shrove Tuesday
Green Week: recycling + food waste + garden waste
Oxford Bus Museum Running event
North Leigh Film Night 7pm for 7.30 start
Grey Week: household rubbish + food waste collection
FEG meeting at the Oxfordshire Yeoman 5.30-7pm

SMALL ADVERTISEMENTS 

DIRTY CARPETS? GRUBBY UPHOLSTERY? 
Friendly, Local Service. Unbeatable Results. Call GRIMEBUSTERS - 01993 868924

COUNTRY FISH & CHIPS 
Freshly cooked Fish and Chips in Freeland every Thursday night from 6.45 - 7.15pm
on Wroslyn Road near the junction with the A4095. Tel: 07791 459 849

THE CAKE CAFÉ, FREELAND 
Regular café first Tuesday of the month, 9.00 - 11.30am. Freeland Hall. 
Email: jane.cakestudio@gmail.com 

PIANO LESSONS
A few vacancies available for lessons with experienced teacher. Beginners welcome, both

adults and children 7 years and above

Email: jane.duff17@gmail.com Tel: 01993 880623
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The editor reserves the right to edit all copy.
Whilst every effort has been made to ensure the accuracy of information, liability cannot be

accepted for any errors or omissions in compiling this magazine.
Neither the Church, the Editor nor the Printer assume responsibility for any effects

arising therefrom.
The presence of an advertisement in the Grapevine does not constitute a recommendation by

the editors regarding the goods or services advertised.
We are not able to publish any correspondence between tradespersons or other organisations

placing adverts in the Grapevine and their customers in the event of  dispute. We do not
endorse any articles, reports of suggestions in the Grapevine.

The deadline for articles or adverts for the MARCH 2026 Grapevine is Thursday
12th February. The edition should be online at https://freelandparishcouncil.gov.uk and

www.stmaryfreeland.org.uk from about Tuesday 24th February with the print
copies in the church porch and elsewhere from Friday 27th February
 

We welcome handwritten or typed articles and adverts. However, if  at all possible,

please send by email, formatted to fit an A5 magazine-it will certainly help to reduce

the number of  our mistakes! The font we use is Gill Sans MT at 10 point. If  submitting 

electronically please use Word, not PDFs. Photographs should be JPGs or PNGs, again

not PDFs. The cost of  a Small Advertisement 25p per word. Payment for all advertising

by BACS, details can be obtained from Jane Duff  and any other costs for adverts. 1/3rd

page size is 60mm high x 127mm wide, ½ page size is 90mm high x 127mm wide. 
 

Adverts: grapevineadverts@gmail.com
Articles: freelandgrapevine@gmail.com
Or phone: 01993 880623 (Jane Duff)

Note: Please put your name and telephone number on any submission in case we need to

contact you. These will only be printed if  requested by you.
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ABOUT THE GRAPEVINE

********************

NEED EXTRA HELP TO SOLVE THIS MONTH’S
CROSSWORD?
If  you would like to find out how the questions to this month’s cryptic
crossword (see p45/46) are solved, this QR code takes you to a
website that explains how to solve the clues. But beware - it also gives
the answers!



51



 

 

 


